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Monumental sculpture is one of the highlights of Georgian architecture in the 
Middle Ages. The process of its development and transformation took place 
over a long period, reaching its peak in the 10th and 11th centuries. Since 
medieval Georgia stood at the crossroads of various cultural traditions, the 
kingdom itself and its neighbors benefited from intensive exchanges of ideas 
and artistic trends, which are clearly reflected in architectural sculpture. 

Georgian architectural sculpture and the kingdom’s interactions with neigh-
boring countries or cultures (Byzantium, Persia, Armenia, the Arab caliph-
ate, the Seljuk Turks, and the Mongols) were the focus of an international 
colloquium organized by Neslihan Asutay-Effenberger and Nina Iamanidze 
at the Institute of Art History at the Ruhr-Universität Bochum (November 
2022), and the present volume includes ten contributions from this event.

Neslihan Asutay-Effenberger (B. A. and M. A., University of Istanbul; 
Ph.D., Rheinische-Friedrich Wilhelms Universität Bonn; Habilitation, Freie 
Universität Berlin) is a professor of Byzantine art and archaeology and  
Turkish-Islamic art. She teaches at the Institute of Art History at the Ruhr- 
Universität Bochum. 

Nina Iamanidze (Ph. D., Chubinashvili Institute, Tbilisi and Paris 1 Panthéon- 
Sorbonne University; Post-Doc, École Pratique des Hautes Études, Paris) is 
a specialist in Byzantine and Georgian art and archeology. She is a research-
er at the Collège de France Byzantine Library and teaches the art and history 
of early Christian and medieval Georgia at the National Institute for Oriental 
Languages and Civilizations in Paris.   
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